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The present study, drawing on Clifford Geertz’s interpretive approach,
examines culture-oriented packaging in Iranian handicrafts.The central
issue is that packaging, beyond its protective and commercial
functions, can serve as a cultural text and a semiotic system conveying
identity, historical, and symbolic meanings. The aim of the research is
to analyze the cultural and semantic dimensions of packaging and to
demonstrate its potential in representing cultural identity, enhancing
brand value, and creating a cultural experience for the audience.The
research employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical methodology,
and the data were collected using library resources, visual documents,
and an analysis of selected handicraft packaging samples. Geertz’s
theoretical framework, emphasizing the three layers of culture,
symbol, and meaning, served as the foundation for the analysis.The
findings indicate that culture-oriented design of handicraft packaging
can represent cultural identity, convey symbolic values, and strengthen
the position of these products in domestic and international markets.
Visual elements, material, structure, and typography of packaging not
only reflect cultural heritage but also enable interpretation and the
creation of a cultural experience for the audience. Superficial imitation
of non-Iranian examples and the lack of a purposeful design approach
hinder the realization of packaging’s potential in the development of a
national brand and cultural exchange.Consequently, the study suggests
that handicraft packaging should be reconsidered as a cultural and
media-based  meaning-making  practice. Employing  Geertz’s
interpretive framework can provide a theoretical basis for elevating
packaging from a mere functional tool to a cultural phenomenon—one
that actively participates in the reproduction of cultural identity, the
continuity of traditions, and the enhancement of intercultural
interactions.
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Abstract
Introduction

In the contemporary global marketplace, where competition among brands and products
increasingly depends on cultural, identity-based, and aesthetic dimensions, packaging has
evolved from a functional container into a semiotic and cultural medium. It now serves as a
strategic tool for communication, differentiation, and identity construction. Handicrafts, as
manifestations of local creativity, tangible heritage, and cultural expression, require packaging
that transcends its protective function to convey authenticity, symbolic value, and national
identity. Despite the cultural richness of Iranian handicrafts, packaging practices in Iran remain
largely underdeveloped, often relying on generalized and non-localized visual models. In
contrast, leading countries recognize packaging as a fundamental component of cultural
branding and an effective instrument for transmitting meaning, reinforcing brand equity, and

promoting cultural narratives.

Result and Discussion

This research, grounded in Clifford Geertz’s interpretive anthropology, investigates culture
oriented packaging within the context of Iranian handicrafts. Geertz defines culture as a “web of
meanings” spun by individuals and societies, within which human behavior and expression
acquire significance. From this interpretive standpoint, packaging constitutes an integral part of
this semantic network—a symbolic and communicative system that reflects and reproduces
cultural values through its visual, material, and textual elements. The primary objective of this
study is to analyze the cultural, semiotic, and meaning-making dimensions of packaging and to
elucidate its role in the representation of cultural identity, enhancement of brand value, and
creation of aesthetic and emotional experiences for consumers. The research adopts a qualitative
methodology based on interpretive analysis, drawing on textual sources, visual archives, and
empirical examination of handicraft packaging designs.

The theoretical framework of the study builds upon three interconnected interpretive layers
proposed by Geertz: culture, symbol, and meaning. At the cultural layer, packaging reflects the

social and aesthetic structures of indigenous traditions and belief systems. At the symbolic layer,
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it encodes cultural signs and values through compositional strategies such as color, imagery, and
form. At the meaning-making layer, packaging operates as a process of interpretation and
communication, wherein meaning is co-constructed through the interaction between the product,
its socio-cultural context, and the perceptual engagement of the audience. Within this paradigm,
packaging can be conceptualized as a “cultural text” that is read, interpreted, and internalized by
its viewers.

Findings suggest that a culture-oriented approach to packaging—anchored in local semiotics,
traditional motifs, and native visual language—can significantly contribute to the representation
of national identity, the strengthening of cultural branding, and the enhancement of the global
competitiveness of handicrafts. Conversely, imitation of non-indigenous patterns, the absence of
an integrated design identity, and the neglect of cultural symbolism have hindered the

development of a coherent and meaningful packaging system in Iran.
Conclusion

Ultimately, the study argues that packaging within the handicraft industry should be redefined as
a cultural and communicative practice rather than a merely functional or commercial act.
Applying Geertz’s interpretive framework enables the reconceptualization of packaging as a
vehicle for cultural continuity, identity formation, and aesthetic communication. As such,
culture-oriented packaging can serve as an effective instrument in promoting sustainable
development, strengthening cultural diplomacy, and fostering intercultural dialogue through the

visual language of design.
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