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Dates (qualitative-quantitative), this research investigates the visual

evolution of the packaging and the representation of indigenous
identity therein. The qualitative phase analyzes samples of traditional
Design and contemporary packaging based on graphic elements such as color,
illustration, typography, and symbolism, while the quantitative phase
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assesses audience perceptions regarding the role of these elements in
Traditional representing cultural identity. The findings indicate that, although
Modern traditional date packaging lacked modern graphic structures and a

distinct commercial identity, it maintained a direct link to the region's
Development indigenous culture and environment. In contrast, contemporary
Environmentally Friendly. packaging—utilizing industrial printing and graphic design—has

evolved into a medium for marketing and identity building;
nevertheless, many examples still suffer from repetitive visual patterns,
a lack of design coherence, and inadequate representation of local
identity. The quantitative findings also revealed that the image of the
palm tree was the most effective identity-defining element from the
respondents’ perspective, whereas other components—such as color,
logo, and overall packaging structure—had a limited impact on
conveying local identity. Furthermore, the extensive use of plastic
packaging and containers with disproportionate dimensions and forms
were identified as factors contributing to the lack of creativity and poor
visual quality of these products. Consequently, this study emphasizes
the need to rethink the packaging design for Khuzestan dates, focusing
on cultural identity, graphic coherence, and contemporary market
standards. Additionally, the quantitative analysis showed that
approximately 85 percent of respondents considered the palm tree
symbol the most significant element of identity, while about 64 percent
perceived the overall packaging design as lacking innovation.
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Introduction

The aim of this study is to analyze and identify the structural and visual evolution of Khuzestan date
packaging, from traditional palm-leaf wrapping to contemporary packaging, and to examine the
representation of local identity as well as packaging challenges in a competitive market. Accordingly, the
study addresses the following research questions: What transformations has Khuzestan date packaging
undergone in terms of visual design? To what extent have these transformations contributed to the
representation of the region’s local identity? Which graphic design elements can play a more effective
role in enhancing the competitive position of Khuzestan dates in domestic and international markets?
Research Methodology

This research, adopting a mixed approach (qualitative-quantitative), analyzes the visual and structural
evolution of Khuzestan date packaging in relation to cultural, economic, and artistic contexts. In the
qualitative section, with a historical-analytical approach, in the first step, through the study of written
sources, visual documents (prepared and archival) and the evolution of date packaging from traditional
palm leaf wrappers to cardboard boxes and contemporary designs, the process of development has been
examined. In the second step, selected examples of Khuzestan date packaging have been examined with
a visual analysis approach of components such as color, typography, illustration, composition, and
symbolism in order to identify identity-building patterns and recurring procedures in design. In order to
respect the rights of producers as well as commercial companies active in the Khuzestan date field, a
qualitative analysis of the packaging of these companies has been presented in an unspecified form in the
form of graphic aggregate images. In the meantime, the labels and packages of 6 Khuzestan date brands
that are currently (1404) in the field of packaging and selling the product have been examined, and the
results are derived from this statistical database.

It should be noted that in the southern date-growing regions, and especially in Khuzestan, due to the
high consumption of dates, the habit of small and luxurious export packages is not common, and
accordingly, date packaging companies with thinking close to the past, probably due to the demand or
interest of the people, traditionally sell their products mainly in economical and cheap packages of
several kilograms to the market. Therefore, the authors have presented their qualitative analysis with
knowledge and awareness of this issue.

On the other hand, in complementing the qualitative findings, the quantitative part of the research was
conducted using a descriptive-survey method. The data collection tool was a questionnaire consisting of
8 questions based on a five-point Likert scale (very little to very much) that was provided to the
respondents along with a set of selected images of traditional Khuzestan packaging and modern and
foreign examples. The statistical population consisted of art students, especially those majoring in
graphics, who were selected as an informed group due to their specialized familiarity with the basics of

design and visual communication. Sampling was carried out conveniently and a total of 104 valid
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questionnaires were collected through the Google Form platform, and then the data obtained were
presented with an analysis and interpretation approach.

Conclusion

The findings of this study show that the evolution of Khuzestan date packaging cannot be reduced solely
to changes in packaging materials and technologies, but this evolution also reflects a change in the way
the product's identity is represented and its relationship with the audience. Traditional packages wrapped
in palm leaves were without components of commercial identity and graphic design, but due to their
connection with the region's ecosystem, they had a kind of implicit cultural characteristic. In addition, the
product is related to the same preservation and exchange in the past, products of any place are consumed
in the place. In contrast, contemporary packaging, with the removal of market restrictions and
competition and the introduction of diverse graphic statements, is more for the purpose of identity
formation. This set has not been realized in many of the samples studied due to the lack of integrated
design and excessive reliance on repetitive signs.

Qualitative and quantitative analysis in parallel showed that the local identity in the packaging of
Khuzestan dates is more than represented through a coherent combination of color, typography, package
structure and brand identity, it is based on one or more direct symbols, especially the image of a palm
tree. This can quickly identify the product and its geographical origin, but in the long term it is limited to
creating competitive differentiation and shaping a sustainable visual identity. In other words, the main
goal of Khuzestan date packaging is not the absence of local signs, but rather in organizing these signs
into a coherent and contemporary visual language. The results also showed that economic considerations,
the dominance of the domestic consumer market and the prevalence of low-cost and bulk packaging have
played a role in shaping this situation. In conditions, a large number of such people are produced who
pay attention to branding and focus on the practical and economic aspects of the packaged product.
These conditions have been consistent with the domestic market conditions, but compared to successful
date palm examples, less capacity has been created to be present in competitive and established markets.

Accordingly, the present study shows that the position of Khuzestan dates requires the promotion of a
systematic design of visual identity from familiar symbols to products in which color, typography,
image, package and cultural narrative of the product act as components of a coherent whole. Only under
such conditions can packaging, in addition to playing a protective and marketing role, become a tool for
representing local culture and increasing the added value of this product in domestic and foreign global
markets in response to research questions. However, this transformation has not yet been carried out in
the formation of a coherent and innovative visual identity and has relied more than anything on the use of

direct cultural symbols, especially the palm tree.
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